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Four US honey 
packers have already 
embraced the True Source 
Honey certification program and are 
beginning to label their products 
accordingly. One of those companies is 
HoneyTree Inc. of Onsted, Michigan.  
HoneyTree completed its certification 
in November of 2011. Chris Olney of 
HoneyTree believes that True Source is 
a valuable resource for the honey 
industry. “HoneyTree has always been 
committed to traceability and ethical 
sourcing, so we embraced the 
opportunity to have an independent 
auditing company verify our sourcing 
methods. Becoming a member of True 
Source demonstrated to our customers 

that we are dedicated to transparent 
and responsible raw honey sourcing. 
Our customers have given us positive 
feedback regarding the True Source 
program and we expect the number 
calling out the program on their labels 
to continue to grow.” 
The True Source logo is expected to 
debut in Canada in 2013 as Bee Maid 
prepares for its first True Source audit.  
Guy Chartier, BeeMaid’s CEO, sees 
value in this program for the Canadian 
market. “As food safety becomes more 
important, ours consumers and retailers 
have a very high expectation that we 
(Bee Maid) will always be very 
confident with our sourcing program. 
We believe that participating in 
the True Source program is another way 
of meeting this expectation.” 
The following honey companies are 
currently True Source Certified: 
Burleson’s Inc, TX,  
Dutch Gold Honey, PA, 
Golden Heritage Foods, KS and OH,  
HoneyTree Inc., MI. 
McLure’s Honey & Maple 
Products, NH (a division 
of Dutch Gold Honey)  
 

 
Beekeepers from across North America are demonstrating their 
support for the True Source Honey program and the ideals it promotes 
by becoming members.  The current beekeeper members of True 
Source Honey represent over 40 million pounds of US produced 

honey, and this number grows every month. 
“Supporting this program of ethical sourcing is just as important to the US beekeeper as it is to 
the US honey consumer,” states Jack Meyer, of A.H. Meyers & Sons, from Winfred, SD.  
“Keeping the supply chain honest is important to everyone.” 
To become a beekeeper member of True Source Honey requires limited additional effort on the 
part of a beekeeper.  Completing a membership form, which can be found at 
www.tshmember.com, and writing a $150 check for a three year membership is about all that is 
required.  Once your registration is received, you will receive a framed membership certificate 
from True Source Honey and be listed as a beekeeper member on the www.tshmember.com 
website.  This listing can even be a live link to your website. 
As part of each certified packers’ audit, one of their US beekeepers will be visited by the 
Intertek auditor.  The point of the visit is to verify that the beekeeper’s operation is viable and 
able to supply the quantity of honey the packer claims to have purchased from them. 
Mark Brady, of Brady Bees & Honey Company from Waxahacie, Texas received a visit from an 
Intertek auditor and shared these comments.  “The audit was simple and painless.  This was 
NOT a visit from the Honey Police,” Mark chuckles.  “There was 
no invasion of privacy.  The audit was not at all focused on the 
condition of my honey house or my cleaning practices. We simply 
reviewed my honey sales to the particular packer involved, and 
visited 2-3 bee yards.  We finished up in about ½ of a day.  If 
anyone has any questions about the audit, I would be happy to 
talk to them about it.  It was definitely one of my easier days!” 
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The True Source Certified program is reviewed in full on an annual basis.  As a result, a 
change has occurred to the “Packer” portion of the Standards document. 
The list of Approved Countries has been expanded and the risk levels applied accordingly 
based on statistics and data collected from U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Foreign Agricultural 
Service and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.   

Honey Packers Support True Source 

Purchasing from Approved Countries is necessary for a load to be Fully Compliant. 
The phased-in adoption of the Standard remained unchanged for 2012 but is scheduled to 
increase in 2013 as follows: 
Year Fully Compliant Load  Minimally Compliant 

Load  
Non-Compliant Load  

2012 0% 60% 40% 
2013 30% 40% 30% 
2014 60% 20% 20% 
2015 80% 10% 10% 
2016 90% 5% 5% 
Detailed criteria for all compliance levels is documented in the True Source Certified Standards. 
In addition, the True Source Certified Packer Audit has been reformatted for auditor ease of 
use.  We expect this to reduce the amount of time the auditor is at the packer facility.   
It is important to note that many large customers are now requesting True Source Certification 
from suppliers of honey.  We expect this trend to continue as Food Safety and Traceability is 
receiving additional attention from consumers. 
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In The News… 
Legal & Legislative News 

•On October 5, a federal judge of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois 
sentenced Stephanie Giesselbach to one year in prison and payment of restitution of $18 million 
after pleading guilty to “conspiring to fraudulently import and enter Chinese-origin honey into 
the United States to avoid the payment of antidumping duties by falsely declaring…that the 
honey originated from countries other than China.  Earlier on August 29, this same court 
sentenced Magnus von Buddenbrock to six months of home confinement and ordered the 
payment of restitution of $500,000 after pleading guilty to “destruction, alteration, or falsification 
of a record in a federal investigation” of the origin of honey imported from China.  
These two sentences follow the sentencing of Shu Bei Yuan, Yong Xiang Yan, and Hung Ta Fan 
to prison terms between 1 ½ and 2 ½ years for illegally importing honey into the United States. 
•In 2012, Rep. Charles Boustany (R-LA) introduced H.R. 5078, the “Preventing Recurring Trade 
Evasion and Circumvention Act” (PROTECT Act) to increase communication between federal 
agencies and give them new tools to combat the evasion of import duties.  The act includes 
measures to investigate and prosecute as well as prevent instances of circumvention. Sen. Ron 
Wyden (D-OR) also introduced S. 1133, the “Enforcing Orders and Reducing Circumvention and 
Evasion Act” (ENFORCE Act) in the last session of Congress to combat duty evasion by 
transshipment through third countries and submission of fraudulent documentation to 
Customs and Border Protection.  Most recently, on 
December 7, 2012, Chairman of the Ways & Means 
Trade Subcommittee, Kevin Brady (R-TX), introduced 
the bill H.R. 6642 designed to address antidumping 
duty evasion. Even though the bill will expire at the 
end of 2012, it could serve as a blueprint for similar 
legislation to be approved by Congress next year. A 
number of provisions in H.R. 6642 appear to have 
grown out of True Source Honey activities and will 
make it much easier for the U.S. government to 
combat transshipments. The bill also provides 
opportunities for True Source Certified importers 
to benefit from expedited release of honey imports.  

The True Source certification audits for exporters were finalized in 2012 and made available for countries exporting honey to the USA 
by mid-year.  Several exporters have quickly moved to become certified.  Most notably, nearly 
70% of the 2013 Argentine honey crop that will be exported to the United States will be True 
Source Certified.  India and Uruguay are also boasting certified exporters, and Vietnam’s 
first exporter certification is pending.  Almost a dozen exporters, from South America and 
South-East Asia are planning to complete their certification in the next several months. 
 
Certified exporters are subjected to a third party audit, which includes a stringent review 
of their documentation and traceability programs, plus country of origin testing protocols.  
Another key element of the audit is the visits to the beekeepers who supply the exporters with 
the honey.  The on-site visits are to ensure traceability and to validate the beekeepers 
ability to produce the reported volume of honey.   

As the self-regulating body of 
the honey industry, True Source 
has created a buzz of its own. In 

a recent article in The Costco 
Connection, Pat Volchok 
addressed Costco’s stance on 
the importance of verification 
and buying from certified 
packers. “Source verification 
and buying directly from 
producers so we can trace 
Kirkland Signature honey back 
to the hive is important,” says 
Shauna [Lopez}. True Source is 
lauded as an important step in 
ensuring that Costco’s product 
is 100% pure honey. 
The November 2012 issue of 

Women’s Health identified 
honey as one of the top seven 
“fraud-prone” foods in the U.S. 
The article, “Taking a Bite Out of 
Crime,” uses True Source as an 
example of an industry response 
that acts on behalf of the 
consumer to identify one-
hundred percent pure honey. 

Illegal drums of honey seized 

by ICE, Jacksonville, FL 

Honey Exporters Embrace Certification 
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